
THE PROBLEM
We are facing an eviction crisis of unimaginable proportions. Before the pandemic 
struck, millions were already struggling to pay rent. Now, 28 million renters across the 
country are at risk of eviction-- that’s almost 3 Foreclosure Crises at once. And just like 
last time, Black and Brown communities will be the hardest hit. At the same time, we 
are facing a long overdue racial justice uprising and calls to defund and abolish the 
police nationwide. Meanwhile, the pandemic and financial crises rage on with no 
apparent end in sight. The federal and state governments aren’t doing nearly enough to 
prevent an all-out catastrophe.

We know from the foreclosure crisis and the renter’s crisis that police are the ones who 
enforce evictions. Local cops, marshals and sheriffs are the ones who are gearing up to 
drag people out of their homes with guns drawn in cities all across America. We 
cannot allow poor and working-class people to be forcefully ripped out of their homes 
en masse. 

THE DEMANDS

1. DEFUND THE POLICE
We join the demand of the Movement for 
Black Lives to defund the police, whose 
outsized power and lack of accountability 
makes them dangerous. Police should not be 
harming communities or dragging people out 
of their homes.

2. CANCEL ALL RENT AND MORTGAGES 
AND MAKES THE BANKS AND 

CORPORATE LANDLORDS PAY
We cannot allow millions of people -- 
disproportionately Black and Brown people 
-- to be forced onto the street by the 
police while corporate landlords sit on 
billions of dollars. During the entire crisis, 
rent and mortgages must be cancelled, with 
no fees and no penalties.

3. MORATORIUM ON ALL EVICTIONS 
UNTIL THE END OF THE CRISIS

Not a single eviction should take place during 
a deadly pandemic. It is cruel, dangerous and 
must be prevented.

4. PERMANENT BAN ON LAW 
ENFORCEMENT CARRYING OUT 

EVICTIONS
Law enforcement should have no place in 
housing. All roles that various police play in 
housing -- from evictions to public housing 
police forces -- must be banned permanently.



TAKING ACTION

On September 1st 
we are taking action to protect our communities 
and stop evictions, targeting those who carry 
them out – law enforcement. We will show up at 
police stations, the houses of police chiefs, 
sheriffs and marshals, homes of corporate 
landlords and wherever else we can get the 
message across that no one should lose their 
home, and police cannot be used to carry out 
mass eviction. We want pledges signed by 
politicians, corporations and law enforcement 
entities to meet these demands. We’re not waiting 
for them to ramp up the evictions – we’re striking 
first! We want all of the stakeholders to know that 
we are organized and will not back down.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Start planning 
a creative action for September 1st that 
targets the people who conduct evictions in 
your city. Reach out to ACRE 
(housing@acrecampaigns.org) for help 
planning your action, toolkits, press work, or 
any other support. 
And follow @acrecampaigns on Twitter to 
register for an organizing call in August.


